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The year is just flying by and as the weather warms up and we are getting closer to Christmas, the social calendar 
starts to get filled up with family and friend celebrations. This is the great joy of life when you can share such in such 
great relationship with your family and friends. It is not something that just happens - you have to work at your  
relationships constantly, especially with your own children as they go through the ups and downs of growing up. Take 
some time this week to appreciate the many blessings we share with our families and show them just how much you 
appreciate them. 
 
Every now and then, we all need a little ñstop and ponderò moment, just to take stock of how our life is going along. 
The following few lines might give us a ñponderò or two on an all too familiar topic: ñWeôre too busy, it seems, to take 
time for dreams or to go for a walk in the sun. Too busy today, no time for play, too busy just getting things done. Too 
busy to watch the children play - we donôt hear half the things they say. Will our hearts be filled with misgivings, when 
we learn weôve been too busy for living?ò Adapted. Too Busy. Hilda.  
 
It is true that the more we expect of life the busier it becomes and the more complicated and cluttered it gets. Inevita-
bly, this leads to less time we have available to appreciate the good things we have in life. Confucius definitely had it 
right when he said, ñLife is really simple, but we insist in making it complicated.ò  
 
How much of our business and life-clutter is brought about by our being caught up in the consumer culture, especially 
as we approach the Christmas season that focuses on making money and then spending it on what we think we 
need. What were once considered to be luxuries are now seen as necessities and, as we scramble to maintain and 
pay for all these new ñnecessitiesò, we might ponder the words of the monk, Thomas Merton, who in 1968 said that, 
ñRather than be dazzled by all the new gadgets offered in each yearôs new automobiles, we might do better to ask 
how we had come to build a society in which we are so dependent on cars in the first place.ò An unfortunate reality of 
life today is that the new things or ñnecessitiesò that we believe make our lives easier and more fulfilled have a flip 
side of medication to counter depression, unhealthy obesity and sleep disorders, to mention only a sample of such 
things. When St James wrote his letter to the new Christians in about 50 A.D., his words were directed towards prac-
tical wisdom and guidance for Christian attitudes and conduct and contained the following, ñ..... those who avidly pur-
sue riches will disappear like a flower in the field, in the midst of a busy life, they will wither away.ò  
 
There is a danger that family life can be affected, for at the end of a busy day each family member is both tired and 
over-stimulated; each person is seeking love in the family as well as healing and emotional nourishment. All too often 
weariness, frustration and irritation boil to the surface and family conversation can become bitter and sharp instead of 
gentle and kind. Itôs a true case of not being able to give what we do not have, even when it is our loved ones who 
are in need of our giving.  
 
A number of years ago there was a bumper sticker that said, ñJesus is coming, look busy!ò When we look at the Gos-
pels that tell of Jesusô life, it does appear that he was a very busy person, however, Jesus was also a person who 
celebrated life with enthusiasm from the beginning of his public life at the marriage feast at Cana to after his Resur-
rection when some of the Apostles came ashore after fishing all night and found Jesus cooking breakfast for them.  
 
Our ñwantsò and ñdesiresò can cause our life to rush past us. We probably all need to spend time on ourselves to en-
sure our physical and spiritual welfare and so that: ñ.... Our hearts will not be filled with misgivings, and weôve not 
been too busy for living.ò Adapted version.  
 
 
Kind regards 
Michael Tonnet 
Principal 

Important Information for parents of 
current Year 6 students in Strings and 
Captivate.  
A flyer has gone home today regarding 
opportunities in 2016. 
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Mr Leahy Retiring 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Mr Leahy has decided, after 36 years of dedicated 
service, not only to our school but to Catholic Education, to retire. He 

has held leadership roles for 16 years- 8 as Principal , 5 as Assistant 

Principal and 3 as coordinator.  
 

Michaelõs commitment to the children in his care is  

outstanding and his generous, compassionate  and  
courteous manner is admired by anyone who knows him.  

 

We will certainly miss him but wish him good health and happiness 
and quality time with his grandchildren.  
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Yearly Reports 
Yearly reports will go home on Wednesday 9th De-
cember. 
 

If any parents wish to have an interview with teachers 
in response to reports they are asked to contact 
teachers by writing a letter or contacting the office.  
 

If your childôs teacher is on leave during the last week 
of school please contact the office and a meeting will 
be arranged with the class teacher and parent early 
in 2016. 
 

AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS 
CALL FOR JUSTICE FOR REFUGEES AND 
ASYLUM SEEKERS 
The Australian Catholic Bishops 2015-16 Social 
Justice Statement calls for compassion for asylum 
seekers, especially those who come to Australia by 
boat. The Social Justice Statement is based in Scrip-
ture and the social teaching of the Church. This 
Statement calls for Catholics to respond to the plight 
of refugees.  
Schools of the Catholic Education Diocese of Parra-
matta have been encouraged to support the Jump Up 
& Down 4 Kids campaign, which calls for an end to 
indefinite mandatory detention for children. Schools 
have posted photos and videos on social media (go 
to #jumping4kids). At our school assembly in Week 6 
we had everyone in the hall Jumping Up a& Down 4 
Kids! 
Pope Francis calls the Church to óopen her arms to 
welcome all people, without distinction or lim-
itsô.   
 

Uniform Shop 
Summer uniforms are now available.  Online  
orders via email and phone orders are available to 
parents who cannot make it to the uniform shop dur-
ing opening hours. Orders will be taken to the office  
every Monday and Wednesday where they will be 
given to your child. 
 

St. Andrews regular opening hours 
Monday 8.30-10.00 
Wednesday 8.30-10,00 
 

St Andrews School Holiday Trading for 2016: 
Friday 8th January 2016 10am-12pm 
Saturday 16th January 2016 10am-12pm  
Wednesday 27th January 2016 9.30am-10.30am 
 

Please note: Parents of Kindergarten 2016 students 
have now been provided Orientation Pack which  
includes information on how to order uniforms for 
their Kinder child. 
 

For any further enquiries please contact  
Elle 0421216414  
Email:  elle@ozfashions.com.au 
 

K Blue Michaeôl Kenny Soham Karki 

K Green Lucas Luong Jamie Herta 

K Red Liam Gerardis Sean Kleinig 

K Yellow  Brody McLoughlin Amelia Mand 

1 Blue Amelia Manks Harry Culbert 

1 Green Name Withheld Emily Neill 

1 Red Samanta Cordona Name Withheld 

1 Yellow  Charlie Young Katelyn Winchman 

2 Blue Adrian Jakubowski Alyssa-Mary Petsas 

2 Green Lucas Wilson Chantel Azari 

2 Red Emerold Wong Aditya Rawal 

2 Yellow  Arianna Borg Angus Rice 

3 Blue Aerona Sangalang Joycie Bacolod 

3 Green Aria Honarpisheh Joy Legge 

3 Red Helen Zammit Aryan Rao 

3 Yellow  Chudi Ojinna Amponsah Antwi 

4 Blue Jordan Guiterrez Maya Lobo 

4 Green Aaryan Singh Name Withheld 

4 Red Luca Sessa Christopher Simonetta 

4 Yellow  Olyvia Radovu Arshnoor Mand 

5 Blue Luigi Taniegra Name Withheld 

5 Green Name Withheld Jada Legge 

5 Red Alicia Futialo Dylan Fernando 

5 Yellow  Sara Lamba Name Withheld 

6 Blue Deacon  
VandenHooven 

Samuel Lowe 

6 Green Kassandra Shrestha Stephanie Morcos 

6 Red Allyssa Domingo Antonio Maôu 

6 Yellow  Shanelle Silva Cameron Croser 

Student of the Week  

Canteen News 
The canteen will remain open each day until the 
last day of term for the childrenðWednesday 
16th December. 
December Special    
Vegetarian Burgers are available for $3.00. 
Please ensure your childôs name and class is 
printed on the front of the bag and money is en-
closed. Thank you.  

tel:0421216414
mailto:elle@ozfashions.com.au
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CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION ï ALL WELCOME! 
THURSDAY DECEMBER 10 AT 11:30 IN THE HALL 
 

This year we are using The Jesse Tree as our focus. The Jesse 
Tree gives a record of Salvation History ï from Creation to the 
coming of the promised Messiah. 
 
To keep with the theme, it would be great if students could dress 
up as BIBLICAL CHARACTERS (they should be in school 
uniform if not wearing a costume)ï but PLEASE do not go to 
any expense! It is easy to get óthe lookô: 
 
Dressing gown, long T-shirt with cord around waist, towel/
scarf around head ï done!  
 
Some photos are below to help. 

 

 
 
We look forward to having lots of parents, grandparents and 
friends joining us. 
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P & F News 
Year 6 Graduation Disco 
When:  Friday, 11 December 2015     
Where:  St Andrews Hall 
Time:  6:30pm ï 8:30pm    
Permissions slips have now been sent home.  Please note the last day for disco money to be handed in is 
Thursday, 10 December 2015. 
 
Christmas Raffle 
We rely on the generous donations of parents for this to be a success.  The raffle tickets have now been 
sent home.  The Christmas raffle will be drawn on 10 December 2015 before the Christmas Celebration at 
St Andrews. 
 
Christmas Celebration 
This yearôs Christmas Celebration will be held on Thursday,  
10 December 2015 at 11:30am. Parents, friends and family are 
welcome to join us in celebrating this special event. 
 
Thank you to Masters at Marsden Park 
The P & F would like to say a special thank you to Masters at Marsden Park for generously donating the 
washing baskets which will hold all our Christmas Raffle prizes.  
 
Thank You 
The P & F would also like to thank the mums and grandmother that helped pack the disco bags and also 
to the mums who helped with the St Andrews Day Mass morning tea. 
 
We hope that all the kids enjoyed their last disco for the year.` 
 

 
 
 
 

Executive Directorôs Summer Reading Challenge 
 
 

These summer holidays our Executive Director 
Greg Whitby is encouraging all children to read.  
Selection of reading is up to children ï it can in-
clude novels, picture books, comics, poetry or e-
books. 
 
Entry is simple. Enter online at http://
parra.catholic.edu.au/summer- reading-challenge.   
 
Children read something they enjoy and tell in 50 
words or less why they loved reading it. The more a 
child reads the more chances they have of winning 

one of four ipads minis.  
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¢ƻ ŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǎǝǾŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΣ ǘƘŜ tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǊŀƉŜ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ŘǊŀǿƴ ƻƴ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ млǘƘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΦ  
 
²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƭƻŀŘǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƘŀƳǇŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƛȊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ 
ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜƭǇΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ƛŦ ŜŀŎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƛǘŜƳ ǘƻ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ IŀƳǇŜǊǎΦ  
 
wŀƉŜ ǝŎƪŜǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ ƘƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ aƻƴŘŀȅΦ ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ŀǊŜ ƴŜǿΣ 
ǳƴǳǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƻǇŜƴŜŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜƳΦ  
 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ŬƴŘ ƛǘ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇŜǊƳŀǊƪŜǘ ƻǊ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǎǘƻǊŜΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŦŜŜƭ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΣ 
ŀ ŘƻƴŀǝƻƴΣ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ tϧC /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ IŀƳǇŜǊ !ǇǇŜŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ  
 
¢ƻ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜƭŜŎǝƻƴǎ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ 9!/I Dw!59 I!{ .99b DL±9b ! /IwL{¢a!{ ¢I9a9 ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ -  
 
YLb59wΥ  /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ tŀǊǘȅ DƻƻŘǎ  
  9ƎΥ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǇƭŀǘŜǎΣ ōƻǿƭǎΣ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǇƭŀǧŜǊǎΣ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŜǧŜǎΣ ǇƭŀǎǝŎ ŎǳǘƭŜǊȅΣ  
  /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŎŘΩǎΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŎǊŀŎƪŜǊǎ ŜǘŎ  
 

¸9!w мΥ  /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 5ŜŎƻǊŀǝƻƴǎ  
  9ƎΥ ¢ǊŜŜ 5ŜŎƻǊŀǝƻƴǎΣ ¢ŀōƭŜ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǝƻƴǎΣ [ƛƎƘǘǎΣ ²ŀƭƭ ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǝƻƴǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ  
 

¸9!w нΥ  /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ /ŀǊŘǎΣ wƛōōƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ²ǊŀǇǇƛƴƎ  
  9ƎΥ DƛƊ ǘŀƎǎΣ DƛƊ ǿǊŀǇΣ DƛƊ .ƻȄŜǎΣ .ŀǎƪŜǘǎΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƎƛƊ ǘŀǇŜΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŎŀǊŘǎ ŜǘŎΦ  
 

¸9!w оΥ  /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ {ǿŜŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ bƛōōƭŜǎ  
  9ƎΥ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƭƻƭƭƛŜǎΣ /ŀƴŘȅ /ŀƴŜǎΣ ŎƘƻŎƻƭŀǘŜǎΣ ōƛǎŎǳƛǘǎΣ ǎƘƻǊǘōǊŜŀŘΣ ǇŀǊǘȅ ƴƛōōƭŜǎ ŜǘŎΦ  
 

¸9!w пΥ  /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ /ŀƪŜǎ ŀƴŘ tǳŘŘƛƴƎǎ  
  9ƎΥ CǊǳƛǘ /ŀƪŜǎΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ tǳŘŘƛƴƎǎΣ CǊǳƛǘ aƛƴŎŜ ¢ŀǊǘǎΣ [ƻƴƎ ƭƛŦŜ ŎǳǎǘŀǊŘǎ ŜǘŎΦ  
 

¸9!w рΥ  /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ¢ŀōƭŜ ²ŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ YƛǘŎƘŜƴ [ƛƴŜƴ  
  9ƎΥ ¢ŀōƭŜŎƭƻǘƘǎΣ bŀǇƪƛƴǎΣ bŀǇƪƛƴ wƛƴƎǎΣ ¢ŀōƭŜ ǊǳƴƴŜǊǎΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŎŀƴŘƭŜǎΣ ¢Ŝŀ ǘƻǿŜƭǎΣ  
 !ǇǊƻƴǎΣ IŀƳ ōŀƎǎ ŜǘŎΦ  
 

¸9!w сΥ  ¸ŜŀǊ с ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƴŀǝƴƎ ƛƴ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ  

 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ƻǿƴ ŀ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ƎƻƻŘǎ ƻǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ tϧC ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƉŜ ŀƭǎƻΦ YƛƴŘƭȅ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜΣ 
ƳŀǊƪŜŘ tϧCΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǧŀŎƘ ŀ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŎŀǊŘΦ  
 
LǘŜƳǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƳ aƻƴŘŀȅ  
 

The P & F committee would like to thank  
you in advance for your kind donations. 
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Mrs Yaldaõs Bookshop - Pre loved Books 
 

As we get ready for the end of year Iõd like to extend a special thank you to 
all our wonderful families and children who have donated books to ò Mrs 
Yaldaõs Bookshop.ó It has been quite heart warming to see the number of 
children who have come down to donate their own books. 
 

Our bookshop has been a great success this year and will continue again 
next year. The children love coming down and choosing books to take home 
to read - and keep! 
 

Over the summer break if you get a chance to sort out your kidsõ books or 
you have any family or friends who do, please think of us as weõd love all 
your preloved  picture books, story books, novels, comics, information 
books, kidõs magazines etc. 
 

Please make sure the books are in good condition - no tears or scribbles and 
are appropriate for 5 - 12 year olds.  
 

The bookshop is open to all children, with our main aim being to provide 
books to children from the school who unfortunately do not have many 
books to read at home. 
 

If you are able to help, can you please send the books in a plastic bag  
labelled : Attention MRS YALDA  
 

Wishing you all a safe and happy Christmas. 
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